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Austria was suspected (and rightly) of giving slight support
to the demands of her ally against Bulgaria for Silistria
and a strip of territory south of the Dobrudja. King Carol's
Ministers not only demanded this territory, but insisted
that Rumania's prestige obligated Austria to show as much
zeal and energy in securing Silistria for Rumania as in
opposing Serbia's access to the Adriatic. With Germany's
attitude they were satisfied. Although Germany gave them
salutary advice — to leave prestige aside, be content with
moderate compensations, and not to listen to the wooing of
Russia, who would not lift a finger for them as soon as she
had achieved her purpose of breaking up her alliances —
Germany did strongly back up Rumania's claims,216 But
with Austria they suspected it was otherwise. "People are
especially irritated against Austria-Hungary, because her
support [to Rumania], in comparison with what Russia
gives Bulgaria, is much too weak to lead to any favorable
result. Feeling already runs so high that the King [Carol]
will be compelled in a very short time to come to a grave
decision. The decision will be either for war with Bul-
garia, or for peace, but with the summoning of a Russophil
ministry, which would mean that the course of Rumanian
policy, hitherto friendly to the Triple Alliance, would give
way to dependence on the Triple Entente." m Austria was
suspected of being "more Bulgarian than the Bulgarians."
When Rumania finally threatened to mobilize against Bul-
garia, in order to secure the coveted territory, Austria tried
to hold her back. Prince Fiirstenberg, the Austrian Min-
ister at Bucharest, warned King Carol that a Rumanian
attack on Bulgaria would be totally opposed to Austrian
policy; and that if Rumania persisted, Austria might even-
tually intervene; King Carol should keep on good terras
below, notes 241-244.
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